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… If I had to choose one word to 
describe this class, I would pick the word 
“unique”.  Each of you has valued your 
individuality and each of you has done 
something exclusive over the last four years 
to leave your unique mark on our school. 
Each of you has molded your own legacy.

As you move on with your lives and start 
a new chapter at college, please do not 
lose the passion, the sense of humor, the 
silliness, the compassion, or the creativity 
that gave each and every one of you your 
own uniqueness. Search for your own 
unique role in life. Live life to its fullest.  A 
song by Matthew West comes to mind 
called “The Motions.” In the song he says, 
“I don’t want to spend my whole life asking 
what if I had given everything instead of 
going through the motions?”  …

Don’t just go through the motions, but 
make a commitment to make this world a 
better place by getting out there and sharing 
your own special gifts and doing something 
to help others. … Looking at all of you, I 
have a great sense of pride and a great 
feeling of hope for tomorrow. I expect great 
things from you. Our future is bright if it is in 
your hands. …

Unique nancy striebich

principal
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top ten seniors 
Elaine Baynham
Katherine Bissler
Ethan Chung
Alina Cohen
Jim Jia
Asif Rahman
Nikhilesh Raju
Jason Schriner
Barrett Smith
Suma Yalamanchili

Valedictorian & salutatorian 
Asif Rahman, Valedictorian
Ethan Chung, Salutatorian 
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asif rahman, Valedictorian, Class of 2009 

Four years… that’s a long time – time enough for a few big 
triumphs, a few real tragedies – and a lot that falls somewhere in-
between. Of course, much depends on your viewpoint. Each of us 
brings away different memories and emotions from our four years 
here; years from now, some of us will look back on this time with 
more fondness and nostalgia than others. High school is different 
things to different people.

But high school wouldn’t be high school without at least some 
shared experiences, and when you’re at Indian Hill, with a very 
manageable class size of 170, those experiences are particularly 
inevitable. We all know what it’s like to cut out article after article 
from the Cincinnati Enquirer for the Constitution Project, or to 
stay up all night to finish lit specialist … We’ve participated in all 
manner of extracurricular activities – from Mock Trial to Chieftain, 
from varsity sports to theater. …

We’ve also never known what it’s like to be neglected in an 
academic environment. After all, Indian Hill is nationally recognized 
for educational excellence. We might complain about the laptops 
being slow, but we can be grateful that we have laptops at all, 
when so many less fortunate, but no less deserving students 
make do without. We’re lucky to have all the things we do: a state-
of-the-art building, exceptional parental involvement, and a truly 
superb teaching faculty.

Much awaits the Class of 2009 – success, certainly, but also 
unforeseen challenges. But between this promising yet uncertain 
future and a past already behind us, lies the present. Tonight we 
are graduating and so perhaps for this moment, we can set aside 
what fate might bring tomorrow and celebrate what it has already 
brought today: classmates, teachers, friends, family… gathered 
together, happy to see how far we have come. That, I think, is 
what graduation is really all about.

As for tomorrow, I am confident that we will achieve great 
things. …

“… I am confident

that we will achieve great things.”
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Ethan Chung, salutatorian, Class of 2009

I have come to know and respect Indian Hill over the past four years and 
I know that everybody in this room is “excellent” because of what I have 
witnessed in this school. …

When I first moved here from Boston in my freshman year, people made an 
effort to make me feel included. I remember not just one, but several groups 
of people walking up to my table at lunch where I sat alone, inviting me to 
sit at their table. Even though I was still trying to remember names, I made 
friends with people I know would see me through high school and beyond. I 
have seen some amazing people here, and even as I continue to meet and get 
to know my classmates, they continue to surprise me with their strength of 
character and the intensity of their passions. The depth of the students at this 
school has helped me develop and mature in my own sense. …

At Indian Hill, I have been able to see what I am and what I am not. I am 
friends with people I would not have expected to make friends with but for a 
couple shared interests and sense of humor.  … The diversity and wealth of 
individuality at Indian Hill has truly defined me. Leaving for college next year, I 
have a clear sense of being…

As I am about to make the superlatively cliché yet obligatory metaphor of 
life as a journey, I would like to offer some parting advice to my classmates.  
A wise man once told me, “do not shoot yourself in the foot before the race 
begins.” Actually, that was my mom … Everyone here has done well so far in 
keeping opportunities open – you all attended Indian Hill and received a first-
class education. But you can’t really take credit for that one, can you? So, apply 
for that internship you’ll “never get,” and meet those people you’ll “never see 
again” ….

Here it comes. Life is a journey. And while we leave the safety and comfort 
of Indian Hill, I know that we will all “excel” and travel far. The only thing you 
must keep in mind is that you’re traveling in the right direction. Don’t be forced 
down a path you’d rather not take: a career you don’t enjoy, or a city you hate. 
Try to keep as many options clear for as long as possible and I know that you 
will all achieve things you want and the world needs.

“… trust that you will 

achieve the things you want 

 and the world needs.”
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Celebration of Excellence 
Class of 2009

English 
Personal Commitment Nikolas Andrus
 Julie Miller
Academic Performance Elaine Baynham
 Caitlin Crombleholme

french 
Personal Commitment Bettina Lopez
Academic Performance Andrew Keller

Instrumental music, Band
Band Personal Commitment Michael Woebkenberg
Band Performance Award Daniel McCready

Instrumental music, orchestra
Orchestra Personal Commitment Megan Kennedy
 Austin Bauer
Orchestra Performance Award Meera Kothari

latin
Personal Commitment Andrew Sommerville
 Jessica Neuenschwander
Academic Performance Barrett Smith
 Arnav Mitra

marketing Education
Personal Commitment Meghan Miller
Academic Performance Kara Ferguson

mathematics
Personal Commitment Nikhilesh Raju
 Connor Billing
Academic Performance Jim Jia
 Angela Tang
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science
Personal Commitment Sonam Jindal
 Alina Cohen
Academic Performance Barrett Smith
 Kara Ferguson

social studies
Personal Commitment Nikhilesh Raju
 Sonam Jindal
Academic Performance Divya Taneja 
 Ann Collier

spanish
Personal Commitment Jillian Goldberg
 Connor Billing
Academic Performance Ethan Chung
 Alina Cohen

theater
Director’s Choice Award Elaine Baynham
Outstanding Service Award Cassandra Stewart

Visual art
Personal Commitment Kelsey McKay
Academic Performance Laura Hoffsis

Vocal music
Personal Commitment Elaine Baynham
Academic Performance Caitlin Crombleholme
Outstanding High School Vocal Music Student Sarah Mossman

Work and family life 
Personal Commitment Sophie Miller
Academic Performance Sailee Pai

j  j  j  j  j  j  j  j  j  j  j  j  j  j

7



post graduation plans 
Class of 2009

Isabel lidia aguila Xavier University
Christopher Kyle alexander Employment
nikolas Kylie andrus St. Louis University
Calvin William august University of Cincinnati
paul Kai Bach The Ohio State University
ryan Quinten Bachman University of Dayton
Jennifer anne Baker University of Cincinnati
Hana miriam mohamed Banoun University of Cincinnati
austin Jeffrey Bauer The Ohio State University
Elaine ashby Baynham Columbia University
austin Edward Bell University of Cincinnati
Connor robinson Billing Miami University
Katherine anne Bissler University of Cincinnati
theodore richard Bolser Indiana University Bloomington
Weston finn Bonekemper University of Cincinnati
Caroline mary Boyce Coastal Carolina University
Charles rosch Brinn University of Cincinnati
Courtney marie Brockman Miami University
Charles Joseph Brown Wilmington College
spencer daniel Brown Miami University
maximilian Kolbe Burnside University of Cincinnati
maria gabriela Campos Clark University
Benjamin thomas Castrucci University of Cincinnati
ryan Joseph Chait Trine University
Ethan Chung University of Pennsylvania
Cole Bayard Closser University of South Carolina
alina Cerisse Cohen Washington University in St. Louis
ann taylor Collier University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Jennifer ann Cooke University of Kentucky
richard Joseph Cooper The Ohio State University
Bo andrew Cordell Tusculum College
Joy marie Cordell University of Cincinnati
Christopher William Cowens Xavier University
Caitlin Emily Crombleholme Trinity College
Kate shelly Cropper The Ohio State University
spencer Harmon Cutler Miami University
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ashley lauren daniels University of Cincinnati
Kevin francis donovan University of Cincinnati
lawrence michael drehs Miami University
Emily Elizabeth duffy Project Search
allison rose durbin Cincinnati State Tech. & Comm. College
Carolyn ann Eichel University of Cincinnati
Jacob nelson Elkin University of Cincinnati, CCM
Christopher paul feller Purdue University
Kara taylor ferguson Denison University
Heidi nicole fink University of Cincinnati
dylin forrest fischer Undecided
Elizabeth Halstead flynn Fairmont State University
abigail leigh francisco Clemson University
david William froesel III University of South Carolina
anna Elizabeth fuller Centre College
richard Joseph ganis University of Cincinnati
Emily Colleen geoghegan University of Cincinnati
david Joseph gill Great Oaks Institute of Technology
Jillian maxie goldberg Tulane University
michael Jeffrey grainger Miami University
matthew Karl griggs Centre College
Hunter Jacob gutbezahl Johnson & Wales University
rebecca anne Hamm Winthrop University
Cameron Bruce Harding Loyola University Chicago
robert Whitman Harness Western State College of Colorado
natalie susan Hill DePauw University
robert thang Hinh University of Cincinnati
stephen alexander Hird University of Cincinnati
laura Blair Hoffsis The Ohio State University
Christopher graham Huntington University of Cincinnati
tucker ryan Isgrig University of Miami, Florida
Jordan marissa Jemison Butler University
shi Jia Purdue University
sonam Kumari Jindal The Ohio State University
andrew linden Keller The Ohio State University
amanda marie Kennedy University of Cincinnati
megan patricia Kennedy University of Dayton
Kenneth myron Kilgore Undecided
Kevin michael Klug University of Toledo
meera Kamlesh Kothari The Ohio State University
alissa ann Kremchek University of Cincinnati
Hendrik sebastian Kriek University of South Carolina
Isabelle gorham Krombholz University of Cincinnati, CCM
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Charles andrew lappin University of Kentucky
Chadwick louis laumann Jr. Ohio Center for Broadcasting
Bojan lazic University of Cincinnati
arianna Joy lindberg Bowling Green State University
Justin rye lockhart Tiffin University
Bettina lopez University of Southern California
mohan pravin mahalingam Northern Kentucky University
Conner madison malthouse University of Colorado at Boulder
Emily laura marsh Xavier University
devin Christopher mcCarthy The Ohio State University
alexandra Burger mcClay Eckerd College
lander Edward mcClellan Undecided
daniel William mcCready Denison University
Kelsey Christine mcKay University of Cincinnati, DAAP
Jonathan lobo mesquita The George Washington University
Jaime tala messinger University of Kentucky
Jeffrey Kain meurer Miami University
Bryce Keating meyer University of Cincinnati
Julia Elizabeth miller University of Cincinnati
meghan Elizabeth miller Miami University
sophie anne miller University of Cincinnati
Carmelisa mindrum Berea College
arnav milan mitra The Johns Hopkins University
Wali michael morris Ohio University
aaron Edward morrow Bowling Green University
sarah mossman Cleveland Institute of Music
ryan patrick murphy Miami University
al-sharif ashraf nassef The George Washington University
Jessica ann neuenschwander Eastern Michigan University
sailee prakash pai University of Cincinnati
rima mahendra panchal Northeastern Ohio Universities College
  of Medicine at Youngstown State University
arianna Janine pesci Brigham Young University
fantasia sophia pettway Undecided
andrew robert pipes Wittenberg University
Bradley Warren plummer Jr. University of Cincinnati
Elizabeth Kathryn plunkett The Ohio State University
scott William porter Urbana University
andrew Elder prem The Ohio State University
tracie marie purdy Employment
asif William rahman Yale University
nikhilesh penmetsa raju Rice University
Evan poe remmy Miami University
Jordan nicholas ribariu University of Cincinnati
alan Edward ronn Carnegie Mellon University
michael ropp Columbia College Chicago
margaret anne rowe Miami University
thomas michael rumpke Ohio University
Jonathan sawyer ryall Eastern Kentucky University
Kevin Joseph sahlfeld Miami University
omar moustapha salama The Ohio State University
James gilmore schaudig II University of Cincinnati
adam Cameron scherzinger Great Oaks Institute of Technology
Jason frederick schriner The Ohio State University
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Blake Brighton selnick Ohio University
James Cory selnick Ohio University
Cory thomas sharpe University of Cincinnati
scott owen sheppard University of Cincinnati, CCM
amanda Joyce sibai College of Charleston
patrick anthony silver Great Oaks Institute of Technology
Barrett alexander smith Middlebury College
Jane Elizabeth solimine The Ohio State University
roland sommer Wittenberg University
andrew Cole sommerville University of Cincinnati, DAAP
miles Yancey stegman University of Cincinnati
Cassandra Justina stewart Loyola University Chicago
Brandon Everett storms University of Cincinnati
margaret Kathryn striebich Miami University
margaret leone strike Brigham Young University
Eric swanson University of Cincinnati
Bobbak Cornell tadayon University of Cincinnati
Kareen Jamal taha College of Charleston
divya taneja Duke University
angela tang The Ohio State University
amy Elizabeth taylor University of Cincinnati
Hannah Elizabeth teeter University of Cincinnati
adelaide Elizabeth dieffenbacher tomlin Miami University
Emily Iris dieffenbacher tomlin University of Cincinnati
Eustace taylor dieffenbacher tomlin University of Cincinnati
roshal Bandara Wanigasooriya University of Cincinnati
nicholas stewart Weiner Fort Lewis College
matthew phillip Wells University of Cincinnati
alyssa Jennifer Whittemore Miami University
lindsay Christine Wiebold University of Colorado at Boulder
samantha lee Wirtz University of Denver
Jenna lillian Wisner Miami University
michael david Woebkenberg University of Cincinnati
sarah margaret Worthington Columbus College of Art and Design
morgan Elizabeth Wright University of Cincinnati
suma Yalamanchili University of Central Florida
abraham nagel Zaki University of Cincinnati
Howard david Zuefle University of Cincinnati
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Advanced Placement Recognition 

ap scholars with distinction Elaine Baynham
 Ethan Chung
 Alina Cohen
 Asif Rahman
 Nikhilesh Raju
 Alan Ronn
 Barrett Smith
 Divya Taneja

ap national scholars Ethan Chung
 Asif Rahman

ap scholar with distinction is granted to students who receive an average
 grade of at least 3.5 on all ap Exams, and grades of 3 or higher on five 
or more of these exams.

national ap scholar is granted to students in the United states who receive 
an average grade of at least 4 on all ap Exams taken, and grades of 4 or 
higher on eight or more of these exams.

 

National Merit Scholarship Recognition**

Commended students Caitlin Crombleholme
 Jacob Elkin
 laura Hoffsis
 andrew Keller
 nikhilesh raju
 scott sheppard
 Barrett smith
 margaret strike
 Eric swanson

finalists Ethan Chung
 alina Cohen
 asif rahman
 alan ronn

**National Merit semi-finalists represent the top 1% of all high school seniors 
who took the PSAT, National Merit commended students represent the top 
2% of all high school seniors who took the PSAT. 
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Extra-Curricular Awards 
adam Clapp memorial scholarship
Ryan Bachman

Henry H. Henley, III performing arts scholarship award
Scott Sheppard

nassp principal ’s leadership award
Asif Rahman

mayerson award
Meghan Miller
 
robert C. Byrd Honors scholarship recipient
Asif Rahman
 
simon lazarus Human relations award
Suma Yalamanchili
 
principal ’s award leadership
Max Burnside

 

Tomahawk Award
Athletic Hall of Fame

Connor Billing
Ted Bolser
Alina Cohen
Richard Cooper
Bo Cordell
Chris Cowens
Larry Drehs
Kara Ferguson
Abby Francisco
David Froesel 
Jillian Goldberg 
Becca Hamm
Meera Kothari
Izzi Krombholz
Kain Meurer
Ryan Murphy
Andy Pipes
Lizz Plunkett

Scott Porter
Andy Prem
Asif Rahman
Maggie Rowe
Jane Solimine
Divya Taneja
Amy Taylor
Alyssa Whittemore
Lindsay Wiebold
Suma Yalamanchili

outstanding athletes
Class of 2009
Ted Bolser
Bo Cordell
Becca Hamm
Amy Taylor
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Scholar Athletes Class of 2009

Paul Bach
Connor Billing
Charlie Brinn
Courtney Brockman
Alina Cohen
Kara Ferguson
Abby Francisco
Anna Fuller
Jillian Goldberg
Matt Griggs
Cameron Harding
Tucker Isgrig
Andrew Keller
Meera Kothari
Emily Marsh
Jonathan Mesquita
Kain Meurer
Arnav Mitra

Lizz Plunkett
Asif Rahman
Jason Schriner
Scott Sheppard
Barrett Smith
Jane Solimine
Andrew Sommerville
Cassie Stewart
Maggie Striebich
Maggie Strike
Divya Taneja
Alyssa Whittemore
Lindsay Wiebold
Samantha Wirtz
Jenna Wisner
Suma Yalamanchili
Howie Zuefle

“let your actions be a

reflection of what you value

 and what is most important to you.”
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superintendent, Jane r. Knudson, Ed.d.
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Indian Hill Exempted Village school district

Board of EdUCatIon
Barbara Hopewell, President
Timothy Sharp, Vice President
Molly Barber, Member
Ted Jaroszewicz, Member
Elizabeth Johnston, Member

IndIan HIll Board of EdUCatIon offICE
6855 Drake Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243
Phone 513/272-4500, Fax 513/272-4512
Superintendent of Schools, Jane R. Knudson, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent, Mark C. Ault, Ed.D.
Director of Pupil Services, Lisa A. Huey

Treasurer/Business Manager, Julia J. Toth
Phone 513/272-4522, Fax 513/272-4756
Director of Communications, Martha A. Carroll Stephen
Phone 513/272-4505, Fax 513/272-4512

IndIan HIll HIgH sCHool
6865 Drake Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243
Phone 513/272-4550, Fax 513/272-4557
Principal, Nancy M. Striebich
Assistant Principal, David A. Terrell
Athletic Director, Jill I. Bruder

Guidance and College Counselors
Mandy Bowser
Kyle Crowley
Sandra Farris
Kara Ussery
Ester Hall, College and Career Center

IndIan HIll mIddlE sCHool
6845 Drake Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243
Phone 513/272-4642, Fax 513/272-4690
Principal, Kimberly Pietsch Miller
Assistant Principal, Christopher W. Heybruch

IndIan HIll ElEmEntarY sCHool
6100 Drake Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243
Phone 513/272-4703, Fax 513/272-4708
Principal, Melissa A. Stewart

IndIan HIll prImarY sCHool
6207 Drake Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45243
Phone 513/272-4754, Fax 513/272-4759
Principal, Sandra W. Harte
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